
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submit your news and opinion pieces to Public Relations Coordinator 

Emily West at emily@eco.umass.edu 

 

FALL 2011:  Welcome to the First Union Voice Newsletter of the 2011-2012 

academic year. We invite our membership to submit news & opinion pieces, and 

hope that this publication provides opportunity for clarification & communication 

amongst our diverse membership. - Union Voice Editor, Emily West 

Grievance Activity Report  

By Jim Plaza, Grievance Office 

The contract is the guiding document between the University and the 
Association, setting the standards for employee performance/productivity, 
compensation, and the effective development of a harmonious work 
environment.  A member experiencing difficulty in their job or work setting 
is advised to review the contract (available on the USA website) to identify 
a potential violation, and then contact the union office for further 
clarification or required action.   

As of the end of September 2011 there are ten (10) unresolved grievances 
that the Association has filed at the University Labor Relations Office. 
Some of the specific issues and contract articles cited for these grievances 
are: Workweek (Article 8), Compensation (Article 14), Out of Title Work 
(Article 19), Lay-Off (Article 22), Evaluation (Article 29); along with 
defending members in potential discipline cases (Article 26).  

Though several of these grievances have been “in process” for well over a 
year (e.g.646 days in one case awaiting arbitration), we have reduced the 
list of outstanding grievances significantly since the beginning of 2011. The 
protracted nature of a case can ultimately be beneficial to the member. A 
just resolution for the individual may not always be immediate, but 
hopefully will be fair and effective.  

 

 

CONTENTS 
Action Center: Tax the Rich 

An Introduction to Scott Brown’s 
2012 Campaign 

Single Payer for Massachusetts 

Highlights of the American Jobs Act 

What Is a USA District Contact? 

The Corporate Takeover of the 
American Electorate 

 

Occupy Wall Street: 
The People’s Message to 

Washington 
MTA supports Occupy Wall Street 

 
Take Back the American Dream:  

MoveOn.org 
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Letter Writing Campaign to UMass President Caret and Gov. Patrick: New UMass 

President says we didn’t meet financial benchmark so no retro or raises (not true!) 

and the Governor says we deserve the retro and/or 3% raises for the next 3 years 

but state won’t fund them! We have just been told that the new President of our 

University system has refused to fund our contract!! Go now to the Union website 

for an update on the membership activism we will need from YOU to get what is 

unquestionably OURS!  http://www.university-staff-association.org/ 

mailto:emily@eco.umass.edu
http://www.university-staff-association.org/storage/USAMTAcontract2009to2012NEWEDITION.pdf
http://massteacher.org/news/archive/2011/10-05.aspx
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http://occupywallst.org/
http://www.university-staff-association.org/
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ACTION CENTER: TAX THE RICH - By Emily West 

Raising Taxes on America’s Top 1% Income Earners 

The debate about raising taxes on the rich has become a core issue in 

resolving our national budget issues. The majority of Americans have 

indicated that they want  Congress to place the tax rates back to where 

they were pre-Bush era for the wealthiest Americans, which would 

amount to an increase of just a couple of percentage points and which 

would generate $800 billion to several trillion over the next ten years, 

depending on how our economy grows. We can’t just cut needed 

programs and reduce the middle class even further – people who have 

simply played by the rules and worked hard to support the system. 

The tax level that the Bush Administration leveraged for the top 1% 

earners are the lowest this country has seen for the wealthy since the 

1920s, just prior to the Great Depression (Is this Recession history 

repeating itself?). For example, this is the current rate for the Head of 

Household filing status. 

Example: Head of Household Filing Status Now 

10% on taxable income from $0 to $12,150  

15% on taxable income over $12,150 to $46,250 

25% on taxable income over $46,250 to $119,400 

28% on taxable income over $119,400 to $193,350 

33% on taxable income over $193,350 to $379,150 

35% on taxable income over $379,150 

Changes if we return the tax code to where it was pre-Bush: 

The existing 10% and 15% rates would remain unchanged 

25% rate on taxable income over $46,250 to $119,400 goes to 27%  

28% rate on taxable income over $119,400 to $193,350 goes to 30%  

33% rate on taxable income over $193,350 to $379,150 goes to 35%  

35% rate on taxable income over $379,150 goes to 38.6%   

Continued on Page 3 

An Introduction to Scott Brown’s 

2012 Senatorial Campaign 

By Andy Steinberg 

Scott Philip Brown is a name you 

may have heard on the news; he’s 

currently our Republican 

Massachusetts Senator, the first 

Republican since 1972 to win a 

senate seat in Massachusetts. The 

almost unknown Brown defeated 

Democrat Attorney General Martha 

Coakley in 2010, and became Ted 

Kennedy’s successor, and Time 

Magazine‘s “Man of the Year“. 

Brown is a defense attorney serving 

the MA Army National Guard. His 

Senate term will last until January 3, 

2013.  

Senator Brown says that he is a 

Reagan Republican, fiscally 

conservative and socially moderate. 

He has opposed some of the more 

extreme views of Glenn Beck and 

the Tea Party, although the Tea 

Party did fundraising for him. Brown 

opposed higher recuperative taxes 

on bailed-out banks after he was 

sworn in, however, and his efforts 

assisted financial industries like 

Fidelity, Liberty Mutual, 

MassMutual, Chase and Goldman 

Sachs, who had contributed money 

to his campaign around the same 

time he placed his vote. These are 

the same mega-banks who have 

essentially stripped the US economy.  

Continued on Page 4 
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ACTION CENTER: TAX THE RICH - Continued from Page 2 

Raising Taxes on America’s Top 1% Income Earners 

In addition: The government would collect an additional tax equal to 5.6 percent on the amount of income exceeding 

$1 million. So for a person with an income of $1.1 million, the extra tax would be $5,600, which is 5.6 percent of 

$100,000. See NY Times report: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/06/us/politics/democratic-leaders-propose-

millionaires-tax-to-pay-for-jobs-plan.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2  

Let’s put the pressure on Congress to do what’s fair for the 99% of Americans whose income tax base is being 

raided by the wealthy elite. Tax the Top 1% earners appropriately. These are the millionaires and billionaires of our 

country. A 3.6% - 5.6% increase for these people is not going to cause the anguish we have experienced with our 

economic distress in the middle and lower classes thus far. In fact this amount will never be noticed by these wealthy 

elite, but with this funding our country could realize a balanced budget and economic security would be gained for 

99% of the population.  

Call the Washington Switchboard at (202) 224-3121. A switchboard operator will connect you directly with the 

Senate office you request. For Massachusetts:  

Senators John Kerry (D) and Scott Brown (R) -  Tell them to: 

¶ “raise taxes an additional 3.6%-5.6% for the top income earners.” We also need to:  

¶ “tax the corporations who have moved American earnings overseas in order to avoid paying taxes on   that 
income (now in the trillions of dollars).” 
 

Or you can send your Senators an email from this link: 

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC  

 

Single Payer for Massachusetts by Frank Olbris 
 
The term "Single Payer" refers to the consolidated financing for a universal health care system. The term 
Single Payer refers to the concept that each person would be contributing a small, singular portion of their 
pay, one person at a time, to the health care billing system, as we do with the for-profit health insurance 
we now have, but at a much lower rate and an annual savings of about 15% over what we currently pay. In 
other words our single contributions, collectively, would support the billing for a far more efficient health 
care system.  
 
This Single Payer system would provide all medically necessary services, devices and drugs for everyone in 
Massachusetts. With Single Payer, our health care services would not depend on employment status, age, 
or physical condition. Our doctors, clinics, and hospitals would remain exactly as they are, and the residents 
of the state would have their choice of any and all health care providers. 
 
Continued on Page 4 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/06/us/politics/democratic-leaders-propose-millionaires-tax-to-pay-for-jobs-plan.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/06/us/politics/democratic-leaders-propose-millionaires-tax-to-pay-for-jobs-plan.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC
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An Introduction to Scott Brown’s 2012 Senatorial Campaign   

Continued from Page 2 

Senator Brown has been a strong advocate for veterans. President 

Obama and Senator Brown agreed on sending 30,000 more troops to 

Afghanistan. Brown supports the denial of civilian courts having access to 

the “combatants” the military has accused and jailed indefinitely, and 

supports enhanced interrogation (some define as torture) including 

waterboarding on non-citizen terrorist suspects. 

In 2006 he voted for a failed amendment that would have allowed health 

care workers and religious health agencies not to provide emergency 

contraception to rape victims for religious reasons, but that could be 

administered by another worker, to which the facility would have to 

provide immediate transportation. Also in 2006 Brown supported the 

2006 MA universal health insurance plan and a state subsidy plan to 

cover those who could not afford health care coverage in this state. He 

does not support Obama’s health care plan on fiscal grounds, however – 

what some would consider a blatant contradiction.  

He supports all domestic energy including nuclear, solar, and oil drilling, 

but rejects the Cape Wind project, which some consider a contradiction. 

He supports stronger sex offender penalties, the death penalty, the right 

to bear arms, protecting our borders, and penalties for illegal immigrants 

and their employers. 

Brown has said that he does not want to change the currently legal 

same-sex marriage in MA. He opposes abortion, intact dilation and 

evacuation, and federal funding for abortion, and favors parental 

consent for minors who are pregnant. Recently Brown stated that he had 

been abused as a child, by a stepfather and a camp counselor. 

His Senate win in 2010 was a surprise victory. Elizabeth Warren, a 

Professor of Economics from Harvard who designed the new Consumer 

Protection Agency, has announced that she will run against Brown in 

2012 for one of the two Senate seats for the state of Massachusetts. 

Warren is already a few percentage points ahead in the polls. 

Single Payer for Massachusetts 
Continued from Page 3 
 
Another name for Single Payer is the 
"Massachusetts Medicare for All" Act, 
S-501 and H-338 (for the 2010-2011 
legislative session). It would establish 
a Massachusetts Health Care Trust to 
administer a universal single payer 
health care system for our state.  The 
Trust would receive all premiums, and 
pay for all services.  Insurance 
companies would not participate in 
this system which would create this 
substantial savings. (This would not 
eliminate the insurance industry, 
however, as they have many things to 
insure.) 
 
This bill includes a section on funding 
and expected savings from a 
consolidated financing system and is 
far superior to our current 
fragmented financing system.  The 
economic research done for the bill 
was supplied by Prof. Gerald 
Friedman, of our UMass Amherst 
Dept. of Economics.  His study 
projects a 15.75 % savings overall on 
health care system costs in 
Massachusetts--amounting to saving 
over $5 billion, or savings of almost 
$1,000 per person each year under 
the single payer system.  
 
S-501 and H-338 have not yet had 
their legislative hearings.  They will 
probably have hearings in the State 
House in the fall of this year, but no 
dates have yet been set. 
 
Continued on Page 5 
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Single Payer for Massachusetts - Continued from Page 3 
 
USA supports Single Payer, as does MTA and NEA.  The Mass. Nurses Assoc. (MNA) supports Single Payer.  The 
Mass. AFL-CIO supports Single Payer.  The Teamsters support Single Payer.  The League of Women Voters (LWV) 
supports Single Payer.  There are many groups supporting a single payer system, in fact, recent ballot questions 
show that a substantial majority of people in Mass. support Single Payer. 
 
Insurance companies oppose Single Payer, because they like the additional profits. Other business groups benefit 
as well.  They make huge amounts of money off of our current health care system, creating an additional financial 
burden for the middle class earners.  These business groups lavish massive amounts of money on legislators, and 
on the media, as well as various decision-makers to prevent our much needed health care reform. 
 
Another point to be made about this purely for health care not-for-profit system is that we would not have to 
concern ourselves with losing health care benefits through our employers, as we would be covered completely by 
this state system. With state supported Single Payer there would be no healthcare benefits to lose. 
 
Because of the size of our country, presently Single Payer is being promoted state by state, as a more efficient 
launch to this efficient, well organized, money saving system. 
 
Your questions answered here from a good source, Physicians for a National Health Care Program: 
http://www.pnhp.org/facts/what-is-single-payer  

 
 

Our Congress has sold out 

to the Top 1% of America 

Tell our government that 

they no longer represent 

the American People. 

Support the young people 

who have Occupied Wall 

Street for US.   

Feed the young people in New 

York City by sending non-

perishable food items to the UPS 

Store in the NYC Financial District 

at: 

The UPS Store 

Re: Occupy Wall Street 

118A Fulton St. #205 

New York, NY 10038 

 

 

Highlights of the American Jobs Act: 

New Tax Cuts for Businesses to Support Hiring and Investment 

Modernizing Over 35,000 Schools – From Science Labs and Internet-

Ready Classrooms to Renovated Facilities 

Making an Immediate Investment in Our Roads, Rails and Airports 

Establishing a National Infrastructure Bank 

Project Rebuild: Putting People Back to Work Rehabilitating Homes, 

Businesses and Communities 

Cutting Payroll Taxes in Half for 160 Million Workers Next Year 

Helping More Americans Refinance Mortgages at Today’s Historically 

Low Interest Rates 

Fully Paid for as Part of the Long-Term Deficit Reduction Plan 

Full Text here: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2011/09/08/fact-sheet-american-jobs-act 

 

 

http://www.pnhp.org/facts/what-is-single-payer
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/08/fact-sheet-american-jobs-act
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/08/fact-sheet-american-jobs-act
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What Is a USA District Contact?  By Aggie Mitchkoski 

It’s been almost three years now since the idea of re-instituting the District Contacts was introduced. The point of 

these positions is to provide a union point of contact in every building on campus, and for the larger buildings, in 

every major area of the building. DCs work with a Chief Steward and each other to enhance and promote the 

union’s presence on campus. They participate in monthly meetings with other District Contacts: three times a year 

that meeting is with the Stewards, and once a year the DCs join the Stewards and the Executive Board for a 

meeting. The union also provides DCs with basic training. 

They may plan events on/off campus to promote community and/or educate the membership on an issue related 

to our union. They are often asked to get the word out to their fellow workers on an issue or event that is 

important to the union at large. They also serve as extended eyes and ears in support of the membership. While 

they are not to get involved in grievances or speak on behalf of the union, we do ask them to let us know when 

something is going on in their area that they find suspicious or in violation of our union contract. Everything is 

confidential so no DC is ever put on the spot.  

If you are interested in becoming a USA District Contact, please call the union office (545-0165). The Executive 

Board approves these DC appointments and they are only for one year at a time. Of course, however, you can stay 

on as long as you are interested. This is a really great way to provide service to your union at a very low 

commitment, low risk level. AND it builds community. It’s a great group of people to work with! 

 

The Corporate Takeover of the American Electorate 

The Citizens United case in the Supreme Court January 2010 opened the floodgates for anonymous special interest 

groups to contribute limitless sums to political candidates. The Supreme Court ruling states that corporations have 

been given corporate “personhood,” and been given the rights of people.  

The effects have already been devastating and we’ve barely just begun. People like the Koch Brothers – billionaires 

in the corporate world – bombarded the media airwaves with attack ads against any candidates in 2010 that they 

feared would not support their de-regulation and anti-American worker agenda, and succeeded in many 

campaigns for Tea Party candidates in particular. The Tea Partiers were first organized by this corporate funding. 

People, exclusively, should be the only entities with extensive access to the American Electoral System with 

unlimited funding being the core issue. (We’ll believe Corporations are People when they execute one in GA or TX.) 

Video:  

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/10/11/feingold-republicans-nervous-that-occupy-protests-might-work/ 

Bernie Sanders has an expansive perspective on this campaign funding disaster issue and how this recent Supreme 

Court ruling affects all aspects of our current national financial meltdown, here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp0Or4KiGk8  

Background from Common Cause: http://www.commoncause.org/site/pp.asp?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=6583905  

 

 

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Citizens_United
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/22/us/politics/22scotus.html
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/10/11/feingold-republicans-nervous-that-occupy-protests-might-work/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp0Or4KiGk8
http://www.commoncause.org/site/pp.asp?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=6583905

